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Tractor Safety

More info at: icash.public-health.uiowa.edu/programs/rops-rebate/



What is ROPS? A ROPS (rollover protective structure) is a metal bar or roof that attaches to a
tractor and protects the farmer operating it. In the event of an overturn or rollover, ROPS
prevents the operator from being crushed under the tractor. Commonly ROPS are referred to
as "rollbars," but they also come in the form of a cab.

ROPS information 

This graphic is from the National ROPS Rebate Program website, further info can be found at 
 https://www.ROPSr4u.org

Videos: https://www.ROPSr4u.org/videos.php

ROPS by the numbers



Tractor roll-overs affect the entire community
  
When a farmer dies or is injured due to a tractor roll-over, it impacts the social fabric
of our small towns that are sustained by agriculture. There are ripple effects through
the community, local economy, and generational knowledge is lost. In Iowa we value
thriving rural communities in a time where this scarce resource is dwindling. Small
towns are supported by generations of land stewards and neighbors who feel
shared responsibility for the well-being of others. 
  
Investing in prevention benefits health and the economy
  
We have to sustain our state’s most important industry to insure the next generation
of agriculture. Part of economic stewardship is helping farmers safely maintain older
equipment. Older tractors without rollover protection contribute to numerous
fatalities every year in our state. When a farmer dies or is injured, there is a
considerable economic impact for the farm, family, and community. 
  
We know what works to keep people safe. We need to protect future generations in our
communities by increasing access to proven safety strategies by providing dedicated
state funding for a ROPS rebate program in Iowa. 

Why ROPS are necessary  

Iowa  Facts: 
According to data from the New

York Center for Agricultural
Medicine and Health, Iowa leads
the country in tractor overturn
deaths, accounting for 12% of

deaths nationally.
 

The ROPS program has
retrofitted  33 tractors since

2020, tractors range from years
1961-1983. Given there are over
200,000 tractors in Iowa, this is
a tiny portion of what can be

done.

 

Tractor retrofitted with ROPS, courtesy of Iowa farmer, Easton Halverson   



“It’s been my experience that farmers and their families are genuinely
interested in taking steps, including ROPS retrofits, that increase safety on their

farms. Unfortunately, the cost of retrofits, and the availability of retrofits for
their oldest tractors, often create stumbling blocks. Rebate programs are a

positive approach to providing support to farmers for ‘doing the right thing.’"
Cheryl Tevis
Editor Emeritus, Successful Farming, I-CASH Advisory Board

 
 
 

Counties that received one or more ROPS

"The rebate program motivated me a
lot, but we also live on a farm with a

lot of hills. My grandma rolled a
tractor on our farm and was lucky to

make it off in time. It was a no
brainer to put the ROPS on our most

used tractor to protect our lives as
operators."

- Easton Halverson, Farmer and  Iowa
ROPS rebate participant

"My family and I would like to inform people
by spreading the word of the loss of our Dad
by a tractor roll over. If there was a ROPS on
the tractor that he was operating he would
still be alive today. After this tragic loss my

family reached out to ROPS rebate program to
retrofit our tractor with ROPS.  This is a great

program and I hope our family can tell our
story to help save other lives from these types

of accidents."
- Seth Last, Farmer and Iowa ROPS rebate

participant
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Tractors are the leading cause of death on a farm
The most frequent cause of tractor-related deaths are side and rear overturns (96
deaths per year)
80% of deaths caused by rollovers happen to experience farmers
·Roughly ½ of US tractors do not have rollover protection
ROPS are 99% effective in preventing injury or death in the event of an overturn
when used with a seatbelt, and 70% effective when used without a seatbelt

Each season, Iowa's Center for Agricultural Safety & Health (I-CASH) provides our office
with information and materials focusing on one aspect of Iowa agricultural safety or
health. The spring 2022 campaign focuses on spring planting and protecting yourself
while operating a tractor. 

“We hope that tractor operators will think about all aspects of prevention as they gear up
for spring planting,” said Brandi Janssen, Director of I-CASH. “Skin cancers are on the rise
in Iowa, so sun protection is very important during spring’s newly long and sunny days.
Noise induced hearing loss affects many farmers; a tractor, with or without a cab, can
cause exposure to noise levels that could cause irreversible hearing loss. Finally, a
Rollover Protective Structure (ROPS) is the best way to reduce the risk of injury or death
in the event of a tractor rollover.” 

Almost any tractor can be retrofitted with a ROPS. I-Cash has limited funding available to
provide rebates for Iowa farmers to install ROPS on their tractors through the National
ROPS Rebate Program. With this program, approximately 70% of the cost of purchasing
and installing a ROPS will be covered. 

If you are interested in a ROPS, call the NRRP at 1-877-767-7748 or visit www.i-cash.org
or www.ropsr4u.com. For informational materials and free seasonal protective items
provided by I-CASH, including hearing and sun protection, please visit our office. 

Op-ed published in the Spencer Paper, April 2022
By Kelli Ireland 

http://www.i-cash.org/
http://www.ropsr4u.com/

